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1 Be calm in arguing, for Fierceneſs makes Error h Fault.” 
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DISPASSIONATE ADDRESS, Ke. 


i 


Tur proofs. are too many and no- 
torious to juſtify the trite remark, that | 


—_ 


political and religions contentions are 
of all others to be the moſt dreaded. 


Candour and forbearance, which pro- 8 
| tet enquiries of leſs importance from 
Lal and violence, are ſeldom ſuffered 

| Ag : x27 "50 


1 
i <5 


to accompany theſe ; it is, however, a 
melancholy reflection, that f ub jets of F 
Fr uch magnitude and excellence ſhould 
ſeem to ſuffer in the diſgrace of their 
intemperate advocates. But though 
amuſing as theſe misfortunes may be to 
the prowling ſceptic, or the objects of 
| the unfair hiſtorian, honeſt and enligh- 
tened minds will ever fave the principle 
from the opprobrium of the meaſure. Be 
The experience of all ages, and na- 
tions hath held out a fatal lefſon to 1 
mankind that extremes are dangerous „ 
nor are we wanting in modern examples 
moſt painfully to teach us that they ter- 
minate in riot, barbarities and murder ! 


The moderate m man in i par, though 2 i 
. 51 | 
ith veted 


A 

beted by every one, is ſcarcely known 
beyond the name; for, in truth, the 
4igious dentagogues of political Ee 
have grown of late by far too numerous 
and too headſtrong to yield any longer 
ſubjeftion to the calm appeal of reaſon, 
or the fober energy of debate! In chis : 


contraſted and very dangerous poſture | 
of political erceds, the amicable i inten» | 


tions of a moderator may be well re- 
ceived; and I offer ſuch an hope as the ; 
true apology for taking upon myſelf fo 
pleaſing an office, and will endeavour : 
with a coneiſe and fair repreſentation 
of the complaints on both ſides, to pro- 
poſe ſome few ideas of mutual redreſs, 
and thas ſhall preſume to have ac- 
A * A4uitted 


48 


quitted myſelf not alto gether unworthy | 


of ſo good an undertaking. 
Ever fince the firſt JOAN of a 


neighbouring kingdom to ſhake off the 
yoke of regal deſpotiſm, to the preſent 
. moment of yoo eſtabliſhment, 


| tedious ſ pace, e not been \ indifferent 15 
f pectators of ſo intereſting a a ſcene, but 
have ſedulouſly watched its progreſs | 


and completion. with a tumult of various 


ſentiments, which, in their different „ 


turns, have been goaded on to 4 by 


the extravagant theories of deſpo 
democratic writers. The 3 of 
right and wrong has therefore, for this 


reaſon, been no longer confined within | 
the 


; 2 
1 
4 


——ꝛ —U—ä1lͤdͤ — 
— 


0 9 3 
the Gallic Bois but has ſubjected 
o much ſcrutiny the freedom and _ 
of our own. conſtitution. 


Theſe unreſtrained enquiries _ 


been conſidered by the legiſlator, as of 


too miſchievous. a tendency, both in 
cauſe and conſequence, to the intereſts 
of a peaceable governmen t,t to be longeꝝ 
endured. | ; | 
The alangen bell of "ng has, an - 


fore, by proclamations and other exer · 


tions, announced. her dan ger! 1mme- 
mediately almoſt on heating this, ad- 
dreſſes of enthuſiaſtic loyalty, from 
nearly all the cities, towns, and villages | 
of England, fled to her relief ; and by 


ONE her perfetins have ſo far 
| 8 relieved 


WB ©: 
_ welieved the panic. To thele auxiliaries, 
| afſociations have as laviſhly been for- 
"med, with avowed reſentment againſt 
all thoſe who, by writing or ſpeaking, 
mould in future arraign the excellence g 
of the Britiſh conſtitution. | is 
But this combined aſſumption of in- 
— Evidual h has been conſidered 
by n a few, and perhaps not without 


— 


reaſon, as ſavouring by far of too uncon· 


3 


| fitutional ; a temper to be quietly paſſed. 
over, and there is reaſon to believe has N 
only ſerved to aggravate men to do 
hat tic dared to do. / Hence it is that 

| the liberty of the preſs, and the free. 
dom of political diſcuſſions, have ever (1 
| Lince that time been more ably and 
roundly 


15 mination. 


. 
. ; : 
c «x 2 5 ; *S - 
WAS 1 a * 2 X 


Cul 
bound aſſerted than ever, and the 
| power as well as the principles of ſuch 
aſſociations have been together cenſured | 
and ſet at nought“! To what degree 


of information, or with what extent of- 
freedom it is commendable, in thoſe 


under the ſubjeRtion of a Nate, to ana- 
Iyze its conſlituent Parts, is matter by ; 
auch to9 innen for ſudden _ 


The renowned . Elizabeth dis 
| refied even her Perle to abſtain 
from diſcourſing on ſlate affairs; and 
her RR James the F FR a 


"I Vide Mr. Erſkine s Spescha at the Crown and 9 a 


Anchor, * ; 
that 


TW) 
1 chat as it was Athc iſm alle b, 


in a creature to diſpute what the Deity 


may do. ſo it was | preſumption and ſedi- 
7 tion in a ſubjett to diſpute what a : King 
| might do in the height of his power. 
But chat profound lawyer, Sir William 
Blackſtone, very clearly ex preſſes him- 


Fd 


felf of a different mind. - There | 


| tannot be,” he ſays, «2 ftrong ger proof - 
of that genuine freedom, which is the 


boaſt of this age and country, than the 
power of diſcuſſing and examining, | 


with decency and abel. the limits of 


5 che King's prerogative®.”. *..\Whoever 


therefore forbids, or hs that legal 


-- 


right, 


(s). 
right, muſt, according to the opinios 
of this able judge, aft unconſlitution- 
ally. And it is equally plain, that who» | 
ever exceeds or abuſes that. right, | is 
amenable to the eſtabliſhed laws. And 
. as BY ns guardians of thoſe laws, 
have in themſelves ſufficient ſtrength, 
and diſcernment to apply them ſeaſon 
7 ably, lo they likewiſe appear to be the 
only delegated and. fit agents of their £ 


conſtitutional ſalutary operation. Bu 
while. for theſe reaſons diſapproving 


of ſuch aſſociations, it is but Juſt to re 
mark, at the ſame time, that the zeal 
they have manifeſted for the. public . 
$999, hoveyer unadviſcable. az, other” 


2 1 

5 7 

5 8 +} 
W . # 


(#4) 
des, yet, i. the | pecial circunte 
ſtances which quickened it, might be 
erring more on ge fide than the 


Woe one. 


To give and take is an adage muck 
fecommended in all points of doubtful 
diſpute, but too contemptuouſly is * 
liſtened to, in themes ſo uncertain, f 
writable, and ſo peculiarly attraftive oe 


. diſcord as the preſent. 


Beauties and deformities are Mt be 


noticed in all the different governments 
on earth, of "whatever" kind or ſort; 


ant i oe thing we are all pretty welt 
agreed, that our own is the beſt, Deſpo- Tn 
tim and repitblicaniſm are the miſe« | 
nale extremes! In the happy land on 
which Engliſhmen tread, few, to its 
| honour 


4 
i 


„ 
5 


(ws 1 ; 
honour, are the advocates of the aut. fi, 
and perkaps fewer ſtill would they 5 
emit ves be, if doomed to feel what | 


it really was; but many are they, who 


by no means thiuk ſo unfavourably of 
the laſt*. Elective monarchies, with all 
the ſpecious arguments that may be 
reaſonably urged in cheir ſupport, are 
pet too pregnant with fatal 1 
for practical a pprobationt. 


* The celebrated ht of antiquity are thoſe © 
of Athens, Sparta, Rome, and Carthage ; the 
Venetians and Genoeſe call their lates republic, Z 
but their government is ſaid to be apparently oli · 
garchic. Holland, which is compoſed of about 
| fifty republics, all different from one another, may 
be conſidered as a eonfederate republie. 

T Such as were in imperial Rome, but more 
modern proofs of it may be gathered from * 5 
ele don of Poland and * | 


=_— 2 ( 16 0 N . 

= The ſuperior excellence of the Britifly 
Olde, in KING, Lords, and Co. 
mons, is very ably defined. to be like 13 
&& * three diſtin powers. in me chepics, 


2 
55 
59 
"ec 


5 5 which jointly impel the 1 machine. of . 
government different to wha t Her 

cc  afting by itſel would have d done but 
» at the ſame time in a direction parta- 

4 King of each, and formed out of all n 
a which conſtitutes the true line of 
« the liberty and the happineſs of the 
ce community.“ orf ſo well organized [; | 

a conſtitution as this, En gl iſhmen_ do, (| 
Vell to be tenacious; but inaſmuch as: 
perfection is not che lot of any human 5 

ellablimment, we muſt expe to meet 3 

1 W in our r Own but w—_ are | 1 


+l S138 2g. 1 3 n * 


» 


? 


* 
—— — na 93 


* 


nor are they ſo trivial as to perdon dil. 


to be attended to when it can; left, per- 


| 7 Sk fo grievous as to become intolerable, 


regard; and experience, which whiſp 
that delays are dangerous, o ought ſerially ; 


i adventure, the moment” ſhould diſtreſs us 8. 


95 when 1 it cannot. 'To cull out the beſt paſ- 
99 ſages of our conſtitution, and advertiſe = 


them to the world, as arguments of its | 


1 purity, and in haughty reply to all intrea- 


ties of amendment, is equally as unfair 
a a ſuppreſſion of the truth. and the whole 


. 
2 2 2 N 
* f 
N 8 1 * 
* 


3 truth, and may ſooner or later be as par". 


he nicious in conſequence as, the bare repre- 


| ſentation of its defects, without the can- = 
 dourto counterbalance againſt thole its | 
; | greater excellencies; for thus it is left 10 


4 ö 5 7 e 


1 


1 _ 
the antagoniſt to take what advantage he 
pleaſes of theſe artful omiſſions, and re 
ent them in both caſes with double 


fore, on every account, had it been in 
thoſe, Who have ſo lately crowded the 


Es throne with their panegyricks on a faults 
| conftination, if they! had einpered 


N of f uch a cautio 


ever ventures to + do Himſelf to chis 
eſſect, elpeci ] y. if he 3 


i a 


have long exiſted both in church and 
dune Rare Rl ſuffered 1 to exiſt It 


| is 


aggravation. and ſucceſs, Wiſer, there - 


; but ſuch is 
/ the diſeaſe of the day, fach 3 is the perſecu- | 


[hou preſume 
to point out many egregious errors, which 


* 


5 -_ 


Ae 1 
is then acer directly eviled, al 
in general terms approving of the Ro 


twotion, as the friend of republican. riots | 

| ing and levelling principles* and on the 

older ſide, if he reſolutely oppoſes, as every — 
good citizen ought, all violent attempts 

at reform, he is then acculed of being the 


advocate of deſpotiſm and tyranny. — That - 
our form of goyernment, in the * : 
A 2 
. The the and won Biſhop of Landalf. i in a | 
late excellent Charge to the Clergy of his Dioceſe, 


leaves it to the deciſion of candid minds to fay 
which of the two manifeſts the greater zeal for the 


* good of his country, the man who diſcovers an 

on earneſt anxiety to have ſuch rotten parts of our 
conſtitution as daily i invite the attack of its ene- - 
mies, removed, or he who endeavours to con- : 9 

ceal them both, under an ide that the eral will not 


Wen ian dy. 
F = 


| as; dates of the world, none but i its ; 


1 


enemies will cavil againſt. It is the firſt 


of all. and leaves behind, at an 


— the een W for 


1 + along and TED tl, 


: * a — 
2 . 1 1 
4 A : & 1 . 4 N E : . - * 
6 . 8 0 22 * | if 4 2 W 8 F 
* 
2 ” 


rue kingly office, amidft all the 5 | =P 
| eder which are eſſential to the dignity of go- 


vernment, is truly no enviable one. It would be 


conſidered by the ſubjed as a moſt intolerable , re- 


lraint on his natural liberty. if he were not allowed 


* 
. 
_ 


"the choice of his own wife; butin this reſpeR, for 85 | 


the public good, royalty itſelf is limited ! Nor can he] 
2 the king, without the leave of parliament, quit his 55 


own dominions. The meaneſt ſubjeR 1 in his terri- 


tories, aſks no permiſſion but his own. The 


8 Ig is, beſides all this, through the viciſude and 


ps of late eas expoſed to ne 
watching 


I 4 
1 138 
„ 


4 4460 
- 2 — — 


and, merely becauſe of being foremoſt, 
_ refuſe to advance on to gener ein 


and more une xceptionable renown 7 
Every gen uine Briton would loathe 
the pigmy thought ! His jealous and 
laudable pride would fancy he either ſaw. 


watching anxieties, which are happily unknown 
to the moſt toiling peaſant! With juſtice, therefore, 
did king Antigonus s ſay of bis crown, Ol crown,” 
faid the king, e more noble than happy. if men 
« knew how full thou art of cares and dangers, no 
* man would take thee up, though he ſhould find 
* thee in the ſtreets. is — This conſideration, . if it, 
food alone, ſhould ſerve to increaſe the affection 
of every humane and good citi citizen to that ſovereign, | 
who, like unto our own, ſways his ſceptre in juſtice - 
and im mercy, and whoſe other ee e 
pirtues have at no time deſerved the pitiful. aims of, 


e ſarcaſm, or the more malicious ones of falſehood | 


J 44 — a 2 1 ak 7 
= r 1 i Pu 7 2. of # 43 & * ; „ - 
1 5 £ p N 2 4 * & * 
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0 26 * 
or heard n of his. 1 


ming enemy, and that alone vould fire 
| Nos impaſſioned ſoul to beat 2 quicker 
| ; thing could ſhake the pillars of the 
Britiſh conſtitution for like to the book 
of truth itſelf it would then ſtand on 
e rock, and might triumphantly defy, if 
| ſuch could be found, all its enemies 1 
8 rlliant an epoch as this for the 
peace, the exultation, and the happineſs = 
of the preſent, : as. well as future i, 
tiong is fill within the graſp of axon. 
: tion wy legal authority! Would to God 
: that this were the immediate moment of z 


* 2 Ws 


its glorious accompliſhment. The tongue - 


1 4 * 
NF — 1 
| 
4 f E 
2 13 
* 


** edition gh Weed ant 


ide elamour of diſcoment, if ce cs yeos _ 
* 3 of ones could only 


dun is or intereſt to wait hr this nas 
U jubilee vor Wich preflging 


or inveAtive murmurings, bot expect it 


wich a dutiful confidence, and hail its 
very dawn with gratitude and loyalty. 


more perhaps than at firſt may be fuſpec- 


ted ; for the acceleration, or the delay of 5 


ſo defirable an event, depends on che 


| . or the refraftory deportment 
ol in uals themſe ves; for it never cin 5 


be to the honour or to the advantage of 
the Rate we live in, obſcquiouſly to/ give 
op to the appeals of its citizens, becauſe,” 


— — 


N * : ; ** P 
J I, 
* 


* Is i 


in ſuch a. a che ſlate u yield to 
- their opinion, either from a conſciouſneſs 


1 tiable w be claimed by the power which 

| ds it, and the e well as 
the degradation of ſu 
in one inftance, to ſuch an 8845 C 
| might be quoted at pleaſure, and rel, | 

- WO at Caprice. 


$32 1 1 


* 
EP £177 : N 
1 ; 
* 


The legiſlavor, it ates to whe IG 


2 


ed, d, abt ufully keeps! back from gratifyi 
2 wiſh. There may be i 


pole 


th — 


7 Prudent ones too, of which the ack: 


"onyx are not apprized for deferring ſo 


an undertaking, and Which, 


— * x 
* 
. 
. a 
1 « 


£ 


of her on cron, or through a a paſſive | 


— — — 5 
- - 


ä 


( 25 ) 
u revealed at all, might be detrimental | 


to the very object ſued for. 
The miniſters of che crown are ſeldom 8 


0 regardleſs of popular approbation, as 
to let ſlip a favourable opportunity of 
obtaining i it; but any unwarrantable firide 
in queſt of ir, they e are very ſenſible, is 
guarded againſt, by a ref] ponſibility, and . 
in ſome inſtances by the ſucceſs of their 3 : 
meaſures; but when the public, by im- n 

properly interfering, by anticipatin g what 5 


is the duty of miniſters, and preciſely how 
they. vught. to abt, if fuch intruſions 5 
do not materially diſcourage their zeal, 


they fail not to weaken the meritorious 
_ effet of it, when exerciſed. It might 25 


not therefore be acting unvilelys to 
E . leave 


. ma time, „eh — ; in 
1 1 his official career, for the expreſs pur- 


poſe of affording him an. opportunity 


of becoming a volunteer i in all his excel- 
lencies, and ſuffering him to ſhine 1 in 
the political hemiſ ſphere of the world, 
as a ſelfblazing ſtar. The experime nt 


{uppeats at any Tate to be worth a trial, 
To theſe conſiderations many aher 


= 1 ; ks urged as an apology for ſuch 


e as yet remain in our conſti 


tution. To preſs for their amendment 
- when the ſtate is grievouſly burthened 


. concerns from within and without, 


far from bein 8 patriotic, wiſe, or generous , 


would rather ring, a . of revenge, 


of 


| 

1 > 
' 

: 

! 

' 

| 
| 


"ee 27 ye. 
1 cowardice, and 1 zerſecution. When 
greater matters are at lake, all with one 
Heart and one voice, deprecate the thought 
of bending the mind to ſmaller ones; 
but here, let it not eſcape remark, and 
e ſhould it arreſt the attention of. 

egillator, moſt ſolemnly does it adjure 
and warn him not preſumangly to defer 
till to-morrow, what my be his any to 


do to-day. 
Riot, and all the horrors of domeſtic ; 


uproar, are more eaſi ly prevented than 
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